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WHAT TO EXPECT Surrounded by pristine
wilderness and attuned to the gentle rhythm
of earth, Makweti Safari Lodge breathes
grace and elegance while allowing a glimpse
of old Africa. Makwetiis situatedin the
Welgevonden game reserve and offersthe
discerning visitor something completely
different to the Lowveld. Thisisamountain
bushveld getaway with rivers running
throughit and sweepingviews to the far
horizons. Welgevondenis one of the finest
places toview wildlife and touch the spirit

of Africa.

THE ROOMS Makwetiis anintimate camp
with five elegant thatch and stone suites
which accommodatejust 10 guests. All
suites are secluded, beautifully decorated
and have outdoor decks that are perfect for
game viewing during the day and star-gazing
atnight.

ACTIVITIES Game drives, hiking (escorted
by a guide), swimmingand chilling! Lots of it.
X-FACTOR Makwetiis opentothewildand
there are nofences tointerrupt the natural
flowof the game. While guests feel that they

have‘come home'to Makweti, the wildlife is
eternally present. Makwetihasasimple
philosophy of livingin harmony with adeep
respect for all thatis untamed and untouched
THE CROWD Couplesinsearchof the
ultimate bush escape with a bitof cash to
splash!

IF ONLY... we hadmoretime torevelin

the splendour of Makweti's breathtaking
surrounds

GETTING THEREIt's an easy three-hour
drive from Jo'burg. Air charters and road
transfers are available to thereserve.
RATESR2 100 per personsharinggets you
accommodation, all meals, two safari
activities, transfers from Welgevonden game
reserve'smain gate or airstrip to Makweti
Safari Lodge. A last-minute bookingrate of
R1 650 per person per nightis being offered
toessentials readers. Bookings mustbe
made withinseven days of travel and this
specialis valid until the end of August.
CONTACT Call011 8376776 0r visit
makweti.com

ESSENTIALS RATING:8/10
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Falaza Game Park,

KwaZulu-Natal
WHATTO EXPECT Falaza, located on
an 800-hectare private game reserve,
isa luxury tented lodge tucked beneath
acanopy of sand forest foliage. Winter
is the best time to view game.
THEROOMS Reminiscent of bygone
Africansafaris, Falaza's tentsare
elegantly appointed with dark wood
furniture and crisp white linen. Each
tent has an ensuite bathroom and
dressing room, and a private deck.
ACTIVITIES Choose from bushwalks,
game drives or horseback safaris, or
enjoy pampering atthe spa.
X-FACTOR Falazais home to many
species of game including hyaena,
leopard and white rhino, often seen
wandering on the front lawn.

TREAT YOURSELF T0... hydrotherapy
and phytotherapy spatreatments.

THE CROWND Safarilovers with kids!
GETTING THERE Falazaisathree-
hour drive from Durban, and a five-hour
drive from Jo'burg.

SPECIAL OFFER Falazais offering
essentials readersarateof R1 200 per
personsharing per night, includingmeals
and two game activities (usually R1 850).
CONTACT Call03556223190r
email reservations@falaza.co.zato
make a booking (quote essentials
promo). Visit falaza.co.za for moreinfo
ESSENTIALS RATING8/10
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: Cricklewood

: Manor, Pretoria
: WHAT TO EXPECT Situatedinthe

i verdantsuburb of Waterkloof, Pretoria,
i Cricklewood Manor boasts elegant

i decorandthe grandeur of a bygone era.
i Highceilings, sweeping Botticinomarble
i staircasesand gleamingwooden floors :
i arethe epitome of opulence and luxury.
: THEROOMS Each privatesuite is

i spaciousandindividually decorated with
antiques and classical finishes. Thereare
¢ 30suitesonoffer,includingthree ;
i honeymoon suites. Deliciouscuisineis

i complemented by gracious, unobtrusive
i serviceand meticulous attention todetail.
i ACTIVITIES Restand relaxation! There

i arealsoconference facilities on offer,

i plusit’s agorgeous wedding venue too.

{ X-FACTOR Anin-roomspatreatment,

i orsomepamperingon theterrace

i overlookingthe lush gardens and pool.

: TREAT YOURSELFT0... atransferin

i oneof Cricklewood Manor's fleet of

¢ three classic Rolls Royce vehicles and

i tworare Bentley vehicles.

{ THECROWD Couples and business

i travellers.

GETTING THERE Cricklewoodisafive-

i minutedrive fromPretoria's CBD. It's

i easily reached from highwaysfrom

i Jo'burg, Polokwane and Witbank.

i SPECIAL OFFER Cricklewoodisoffering

i essentialscouplesthe chance tospend

i onenightinanexecutivesuitefor R2 850,

i includingbreakfastand afour-course

i plated dinner (atanadditional cost). Offer

: isvaliduntil August 31,2008 (regular

i ratesstartatR1 190 perpersonsharing

i pernight,including breakfast).

: CONTACT Call012 4608225 or visit

i cricklewoodmanor.co.za.

i ESSENTIALSRATING 8/10

----------------------------------------------------

WHAT TO EXPECT Locatedjustanhour
away from Jo'burgand Pretoria, Maropengis
theideal way tosavour the tranquil and quiet
country environment that this World Heritage
Site has to offer. This four-star boutique
establishment offers 24 luxury rooms, an
intimate restaurant and bar, afireplaceinthe
lobby and a rim-flow swimming pool around
whichguests canrelaxand dine while
overlooking the majestic Witwatersrand and
Magaliesbergmountainranges.

THEROOMS |fyou were wondering about
the obscure aesthetic of the building, it was
designed to look like an ancient burial mound
from the front, while the back is modern and
symbolises man's journey through the ages
The studiosuites are air-conditioned units that
are contemporary butcomfortable with DStv,
telephones and internet facilities.
ACTIVITIES include the Tumulus, Maropeng's
undergroundjourney of discovery. A five-
minute walk form the hotel, this visitor attraction
tells you more about the history of evolution
Then, from aboatride that takes youthrough
the elemental forces of nature tointeractive
exhibits, you get toexplore the story of our
ancestorsand humankind's journeyinto the
future — great fun for both adults and children!

The hotel also has conference facilities which
canhostupto 500 delegates.

X-FACTOR The hotel offers superb cuisine
and excellent service fromstaff whoare on
hand fromyour first hello to your last goodbye.
TREAT YOURSELFT0... the guided tour

of the Sterkfontein Caves, just 10km away.
THE CROWD City dwellerswishingto escape
the hustle and bustle with their kids!

GETTING THERE... takes anhour'sdrive from
Jo'burgand Pretoria.

RATES A weekend away at Maropengis
priced from R910 per person sharing per
night for a double room, and includes dinner
and breakfast

CONTACT Call014 57790000 visit
maropeng.co.za.

ESSENTIALS RATING 7/10

Aspecial thanks to Thompsons Toursand
The BigPicture for organising travel
packages. and to 1time Airline for getting
the essentials team to their respective

destinations safely. For more info, contact
Thompsons Tourson011 7707677 or
visitthompsons.co.za. Tobook flights, visit
Ttime.cozaorcall 0861 345 345.
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